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Aims

ESIN will work to promote positive development
throughout the small islands of Europe. We want
small islands to be sustainable all-year communities

There are two objectives of the federation of small
islands. The first is to circulate information between
the different organisations on island issues. In this
way we can compare how different countries handle
problems and give support to each other through the
sharing of knowledge and ideas.

The other is to inform relevant EU institutions and
influence EU policies and rules by increasing awareness
and understanding of the conditions on small islands.

ESIN will also play a role in helping to strengthen
the cultural identity of the islands.

ESIN is the platform for small European islands
platform when it comes to being heard especially
by the European Union. ESIN will be the small
islands_ voice at European level and will find ways
to influence EU policies, rules and structural funds.

The small islands need to be recognized as
a specific region with particular needs to be
acknowledged and addressed.

Future development of small islands

During 2004 to 2006 ESIN carried out an Inter
Island Exchange project with a study of a number of
important themes. The results were published in the
booklet “Meeting the Challenges of small Islands”
and presented at a conference on Islay, Scotland, in
November 2006.
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The conclusions are:

« [slanders have the will, expertise and vision 1o
sustain and develop island communities. With ap-
propriate acknowledgement and support, sustain-
able communities will thrive on the small islands
into the future.

+ Small islands suffer from muitiple disadvantages.
Lack of access to opportunities is a crucial factor in
the decline of populations in the islands.

* Islanders are central to the sustainability of their
environment and to the guardianship of their is-
lands. Environmental policies should create oppor-
tunities for islanders and not threaten their survival.
* Specific policy tools are sometimes needed to
protect indigenous populations from development
driven by forces outside their control.

* Development plans need to be based on island
specific values of heritage, identity and culture and
have a socio-economic approach.

* Directives and policies at national and European
level should be cognisant of the fact that small is-
lands are micro communities with valuable cultural
and social capital. Regulations should be subject

to a proofing procedure to ensure that they do not
impact adversely on the sustainability of these
extremely fragile communities.

» ESIN should be recognised by the European Un-
ion as natural partners in the development process
relating to small islands.

Further information
www.europeansmallisiands.net
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